
 
 

Understanding the Enclosure 

All dumpsters are the same width, but their depth is different.  

1. Width of truck and dumpster  

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

• Minimum inside Width Clearance: 12 ft wide 

• Minimum Depth Clearance: 10 ft deep  

• Minimum Height Clearance: 14ft high 

2. Enclosure Placement 

• Frontload truck needs direct access to enclosure – truck forks go straight into the pockets 

on the dumpster, truck cannot approach at an angle. 

• The front load truck needs overhead clearance to lift dumpster 25’ into the air. 

Notes:  - The enclosure needs to allow for min of 1.5 ft clearance outside of the truck lift arms – min 

enclosure width is 12 feet. If you have enclosure gates, the 12 ft would apply to the space 

between the gates when propped fully open at 130 degrees.  If you have 2 dumpsters in the 

enclosure it needs to be a min of 24 feet wide, with no center pole – 12 ft wide minimum per 

opening. The inside of the enclosure must have a curb to keep the container from hitting the back wall 

of the enclosure after the dumpster is emptied. 

 

  

Minimum of 12ft opening 

foenclosure   

Outside of dumpster pockets = 7ft   

Outside of dumpster = 6ft   

Build enclosure to specs of truck, not the specs of the dumpster.  

Height and depth will vary by size, but width remains the same. 

Front view of dumpster 



 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Dumpster lids 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doors must open at least 130 degrees.  

Pins must be placed on doors to secure open. Pin needs to go 3” into ground 

grounground. 

If you install doors, follow the next few rules. 

Lid of container could cause damage to the 

enclosure.   

Side view of enclosure. 

Top view of enclosure 


